	Program: 6
	Program started: 2.10.02

Program revised: 21.11.02
	Child:

	Imitating simple sounds


	Target behavior: 

To teach the child to imitate simple sounds. An imitated response is correct if it occurs within 2-4 seconds of the prompt, and corresponds with the prompt given. This program should be accompanied by programs for the imitation of words, as the child to day also can say several words.


	Progression:

The child has to be able to imitate in order to be able to later speak single words and combine words into sentences.
	Materials:
Token system.  Two chairs.   
	Reinforcers:
Social reinforcers as praise, token system and reinforcers.

	
	
	Taking data: Mark correct imitated sounds as (+), and incorrect imitation or no sounds produced as (-). The trainer should take data on the enclosed data form. Data should be graphed every week. At least one data point per week should be graphed to display the learning curve. A pre-test should be taken before each step of training. On pre-tests a sample of at least 15 different sounds should be taken. IOA should be obtained before and during training.
	Goal reached

Date:

	Criterion: 90% correct over 30 consecutive trials. 

	Method: 

The trainer and child are sitting on a chair opposite each other. The trainer presents the sound (imitation prompt) to be imitated by the child. If the child doesn’t respond, the trainer should hold the child’s head facing the trainer and present the imitation prompt again. The trainer can also prompt the child by forming the mouth of the child (as for instance close his lips when training the sound M) by her/his fingers. If the child produces the correct sound, the trainer let go the hands holding his face and praise him If the child does not produce the correct sound, a sound with some of the properties of the sound to be imitated, or no sound at all, the trainer present the sound again. Letting go the manual prompting upon desired responses will negatively reinforce the child’s responses. Within a session the trainer can also train imitation of motor behaviors in order to get the child on task again. That is, the child shall do the same as the trainer (for instance clap his hands). The trainer can also train listener behaviors within the imitation training session in order to get the on task. The trainer may for instance say “stand up”, “ give me –“ objects and so on. If the child does not follow these simple instructions, the trainer can prompt that behavior using manual guidance. The trainer repeats the instruction until the child does what the instruction specifies without any help (prompt). The results from this type of imitation training or forming listeners behaviors shall not be included on the registration form because it is only a way of getting child on-task in case of attention and motivational difficulties.

The trainer should reinforce the child for sitting still and looking at the trainer on an intermittent schedule. Praise should be used as a reinforcer for these behaviors.

	Criterion reached

Date:

Criterion reached

Date:

Criterion reached

Date:


	Step 1.

Imitate the sounds of the alphabet, the sounds of all the letters (a-z). Se list.

Step 2.

Imitate two-letter combinations (as go, if, my, hi, ho, at etc.). Se example list.

Step 3

Imitate three-letter combinations (as tip, pod, dog, cat, the etc.). Se example list.
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